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Colonias  
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Definitions
Unaccompanied Alien Child (UAC): a technical term defined by law as “a child who  

• (A) has no lawful immigration stat-us in the United States;  

• (B) has not attained 18 years of age; and  

• (C) with respect to whom—(i) there is no parent or legal guardian in the United States;  

• or (ii) no parent or legal guardian in the United States is available to provide care and physical custody.” 

  

Accompanied children: detained with parent or legal guardian 

• DHS refers to as “family units” 
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The Northern Triangle
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What happens to unaccompanied children 
once they are in U.S. custody?
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INS Restructuring 
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Depends on:  

• 1. Where they’re detained (most at the border, processed by CBP) 

• 2. Whether they are accompanied by a parent (family unit) 

• 3. Whether they come from a contiguous country (Canada and Mexico) 

•  Mexican children must be screened by CBP officer to determine if able to make 
independent decisions, victim of trafficking, or fear persecution=> 

•  ”Voluntary Return” per repatriation agreements 
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Children detained with a parent or legal guardian are either:  
• Repatriated back to their home countries under expedited removal procedures 

• Placed in ICE family residential centers, or  

• Released into the community to await their immigration hearings 
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Unaccompanied children  
•  Cannot be placed into expedited removal 

•  Protected Under Flores Settlement Agreement, TVPRA 
 



  

CBP Processing Centers 

•  Must be moved to ORR custody within 72hrs per TVPRA 

•  Both unaccompanied children and family units sent to CBP processing centers  

•  AKA Hieleras. “Súbete a la perrera”  

•  Largest in the country in McAllen, TX, holds 1000. 
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ORR Children Shelters  
•  ORR contracts with network of child welfare agencies, both NGO and 

governmental, to care for unaccompanied immigrant children in a variety of 
facility types that range in size and level of security.  

•  Children are provided with dormitory-style rooms, shared bathrooms, 
showers, clothes, hot meals, year-round educational services, recreational 
activities, and limited legal services.  
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Do Children Get Access To Lawyers? Do Children Have Access to Lawyers? 
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Nope. 
  
• “Nothing in the Constitution requires the taxpayers to provide 
            counsel to minors in immigration court” 
• It would cause “potentially enormous taxpayer expense”  
• If you can’t afford a private lawyer or find pro bono counsel=>             
            que le vaya bien. 
• DHS, which acts as the prosecutor in immigration court and argues 
for the child’s deportation, is represented in every case by a lawyer 
trained in immigration law. 
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 JEFM v. Lynch  

•  Alleges violation of Fifth Amendment Due Process Clause and Immigration and Nationality Act’s provisions 

requiring a “full and fair hearing”  

•  Seeks to require the government to provide children with legal representation in their deportation hearings. 
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Role For Physician Advocacy

Physician-Advocacy 
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After almost a year of investigation, the DHS Advisory Committee on 
Family Residential Centers ultimately made this recommendation: 
 
“DHS’s immigration enforcement practices should operationalize the 
presumption that detention is generally neither appropriate nor 
necessary for families— and that detention or the separation of 
families for purposes of immigration enforcement or 
management are never in the best interest of children.” 
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Resources
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Google Drive Link: https://goo.gl/ANKzf9 
 
AAP Immigration Toolkit: https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/Committees-Councils-Sections/Council-
on-Community-Pediatrics/Pages/Immigrant-Child-Health-Toolkit.aspx 

AAP Trauma Toolbox For Primary Care: https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/
aap-health-initiatives/healthy-foster-care-america/Pages/Trauma-Guide.aspx 

ORR List of CA Voluntary Agency Affiliates  
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/resource/state-of-california-programs-and-services-by-locality 

Univision Documentary on La Bestia: https://youtu.be/tUmB2eAmnr4 
 



  

Trump Update
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Executive Order 13767: Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements
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Some of the new priorities include: 

Expanding deportations to undocumented immigrants who have been charged with a crime, 
misrepresented themselves, pose a risk to public safety, or "have abused any program related to 
receipt of public benefits" - effectively allowing agents to arrest any illegal immigrant they encounter 

Ending US policy to release those caught on the border and instead placing them into detention 
centres until their cases are resolved 

Calling for authorities to prosecute parents who help smuggle their children into the country 

Allowing plans to begin on an expansion of the border wall along the US southern border 

The DHS plans to hire an extra 10,000 agents for Immigration and Customs Enforcement and 5,000 
more border patrol officers to enforce the new guidance. 

Mr Kelly's memo also includes instructions to enforce an existing provision of the US Immigration and 
Nationality Act that allows authorities to send some people caught illegally at the border back to 
Mexico, regardless of where they are from. 

It is unclear whether the US has authority to force Mexico to accept foreigners. 

 



  

42 



  

43 



  



  

45 

“Are you going to risk a 1,000-mile journey 
and pay $8,000 to be smuggled if you’re not 
sure you’ll get to stay?” 
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The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x 
still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.
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•  Upon entry, children undergo initial medical and mental health evaluation 
•  In FY 2015, the average length of stay in the program was 34 days 
 
•  Before release, the ORR seeks to reunite an unaccompanied immigrant   
          child with a sponsor, preferably a parent or other family member.  
•  Most children are released to parents or other family members; in some  
          cases, the sponsor may be someone the child does not know at all.  
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