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At PolicyLab we are poised and ready to anticipate and respond quickly to 
the challenges that children and their families experience in communities all 
across the country.
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MODELING TEAM

Lead Investigators 

The interdisciplinary 
team is made up of  
biostatisticians, 
infectious disease 
experts, public 
health professionals, 
and epidemiologists.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For behavioral health: talk about Jami’s work within schools
For child welfare and foster care: CSAW/stability so they can do their best in school
For early childhood: talk about Marsha’s work around pre-k suspension and expulsion and getting more behavioral-focused supports into child care settings
For home visiting: emphasize that we are the state evaluators trying to understand if these programs are helping youth prepare for entering school
For immigrant and refugee health care: study we’re working on with Kristen Feemster, using our research and clinical expertise to speak out about any consequences children face from drastic policy changes
For intergen: talk about social determinants of health, resource mapping project, maternal depression
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THE KEY QUESTIONS

• How much do children contribute to 
community transmission?

• Can multi-layered safety protocols 
reduce in-school transmission?

• How much can layered mitigation and 
masking reduce transmission within 6 
feet?

• How important are community 
transmission rates in interpreting the 
data?
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COVID SEASONALITY IS OFTEN UNRECOGNIZED
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From Moriyama M, Hugentobler WJ, and Iwasaki A.  Seasonality of Respiratory Viral Infections, Annual Review of Virology, 7:2.1-2.19, 2020 
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-virology-012420-022445.

HUMIDITY-RELATED PROPERTIES OF RESPIRATORY VIRUSES
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WE KNEW THE WINTER WAS GOING TO BE DIFFICULT
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When the facts change, I change my mind. What do you do?
John Maynard Keynes
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MAKING TOUGH CHOICES: THE HOLIDAY CHALLENGE

Philly.com article 
warning the region

Restrictions Start

Thanksgiving

PDPH 
announces new 
restrictions



11



12



13



14

THE ESSENCE OF THE CDC GUIDELINES

• Universal and correct use of  masks
• Physical distancing
• Handwashing and respiratory 

etiquette
• Cleaning and maintaining healthy 

facilities
• Contact tracing in combination with 

isolation and quarantine, in 
collaboration with the health 
department
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/cloth-face-cover.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/clean-disinfect/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/open-america/contact-tracing-resources.html
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ADDITIONAL LAYERS OF MITIGATION

• Testing to identify individuals with a 
SARS-CoV-2 infection to limit 
transmission and outbreaks

• Vaccination for teachers, staff, and in 
communities as soon as supply allows
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PHASED AND LAYERED MITIGATION STRATEGIES

Full In-School with “6 feet to 
the greatest extent possible”
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THE WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY HAS OPENED
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LESSONS LEARNED IN MODELING THE PANDEMIC

• Everything is local
• Avoid pitfalls of  confirmation bias
• Accept that you can’t make 

everyone happy
• Don’t ever be too certain that you 

are right
• Do not become a prisoner to 

speculation
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