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Objectives

• Define the scope of the pediatric firearm 
epidemic

• Highlight high-risk populations
• Distill harm reduction measures into 

actionable guidance 
• Empower you to engage with your 

patients
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DEFINING THE PROBLEM
NATIONALLY
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Firearm Mortality Age 0-19
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Mortality by Intent
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Mortality by Age
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Mortality by Race, Ethnicity, 
and Gender
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Mortality by State
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Fatal vs. Non-fatal Injuries
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DEFINING THE PROBLEM
LOCALLY
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Q: How common is firearm ownership in Los 
Angeles County?
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Q: How common is firearm ownership in Los 
Angeles County?

A: 15% of Los Angeles County homes have at 
least one firearm.
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Firearm Ownership in California
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Pediatric Firearm Injuries
in Los Angeles

• Age 0-18 presenting to Los Angeles 
County trauma centers from 2010-21

• 1377 injuries
– Incidence 4.9/100,000
– Peak 22.5 in Non-Hispanic Black

• 124 deaths
– Incidence 0.4/100,000
– Peak 1.7 in Non-Hispanic Black
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Firearm Injury by Childhood 
Opportunity Index
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FAST FACTS FOR PATIENTS
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• Every week 100 children are injured or 
killed by firearms 

• Risk is higher in male, non-Hispanic, 
black adolescents 

• Risk is concentrated in neighborhoods 
with lower childhood opportunity index
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HARM REDUCTION TENETS
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Conversation Enders

• Lack of knowledge

• Perceived Judgement

• Paternalism

27



Opening Gambit

“Firearms are the leading cause of death in 
children today. Similar to how wearing a 
helmet of locking up poisons can help keep 
your child safe, I would like to open a 
dialogue on how to keep your child safe 
from firearm injuries.”
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Opening Gambit

“If firearms are present where your child 
lives or plays, how are they stored?”

NOT “Do you have firearms in the home?”
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Q: Are education programs that teach young 
children not to touch firearms effective? 
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Q: Are education programs that teach young 
children not to touch firearms effective? 

A: No, they are not. 
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Teaching is NOT Enough 
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Q: If there are firearms present in the home, 
what is the safest way to secure them?

33



Q: If there are firearms present in the home, 
what is the safest way to secure them?

A: All firearms in your home should be locked 
and unloaded, with ammunition locked 
separately.
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UNSEAL: UNloaded, SEparate
Ammunition, Locked
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reduce-gun-violence/



Q: How would you respond to a parent who says 
they need to keep a firearm unlocked for 
personal protection?
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Q: How would you respond to a parent who says 
they need to keep a firearm for personal 
protection?

A: Are there ways you can think of that would 
decrease access to a firearm for your children?
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Questions?
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Fatal vs. Non-fatal 
by Intent and Age
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Fatal vs. Non-fatal 
by Intent and Age
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