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THE RURAL REALITY

SISHU - Standardizing Infant Screening and Health Care for the Underserved
A joint collaboration between Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement and UCLA Global Health Program

Background:
INEQUITIES IN NEWBORN SCREENING AND FOLLOW-UP CARE

LIMITED DIAGNOSTIC INFRASTRUCTURE
WORKFORCE SHORTAGES
HIGH EQUIPMENT COSTS
FRAGMENTED SYSTEMS
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the framework gap...
FOR OUR NEEDS, 

AVAILABLE 
IMPLEMENTATION 

FRAMEWORKS LACKED 
RURAL 

CONTEXTUALIZATION 
OR FAIL TO PROVIDE 

OPERATIONAL 
GUIDANCE ON 

LOW -RESOURCE 
WORKFLOWS



We REACH 



“We:”  Designing solutions with rural 
communities rather than for them 

VALUING 

local knowledge

cultural context
AND

AS ESSENTIAL SOURCES 
OF EXPERTISE



Resource Aligned
low-cost smartphone-based innovations
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DUAL - SENSOR
PULSE OXIMETER PROBE

FOR CCHD SCREENING IN R&D 

TRANSCUTANEOUS BILIRUBIN 
MEASUREMENT USING 
SMARTPHONE CAMERA

LOW - COST SMARTPHONE 
BASED OAE SCREENING 

VALIDATED BY UW

https://copilot.microsoft.com/shares/Ut4q4Y166FSedy95YwyiD


Evidence Supported
contextualizing workflows



Access Driven
expanding equitable access



Capacity Enabling

GMFCS Level I GMFCS Level II GMFCS Level III GMFCS Level IV GMFCS Level V

Early therapy and neuroplasticity in infants can reduce severity of CP

home physical therapy for early 
intervention of CP






Health System Integration



Results



Quality Improvement meets Community 
the framework for scale: We R.E.A.C.H



The vision: a world where every 
newborn thrives, and birth is no 
longer a barrier—but a powerful, 

protected beginning.

Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement | UCLA Global Health 
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